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15 February 2010

New initiative for ‘underappreciated’ independents places business travel worth almost £500,000 since January launch

-          More than 100 privately-run venues have joined The Expotel Collection this year

A new initiative intended to help independent venues access corporate and public sector procurement programmes has signed up more than 100 privately-run properties and placed bookings worth almost £500,000 since the beginning of the year. The ‘Expotel Collection’, from the Expotel hotel booking agency, launched at the start of 2010 and has booked nearly £500,000 of business including 3000 bednights and conferences worth £170,000 among its members to date.

Properties range from 3-5 star standard and include apartments, conference centres, golfing resorts, hotels, and sports stadia. Countries represented include Bulgaria, Malta, Turkey, the Czech Republic and the UK in Europe, and additionally the USA.  

Eco-friendly options include Natural Retreats in North Yorkshire which was listed in Harpers Bazaar 2009 ‘Top Ten Retreats’ and the Rheged Centre in Cumbria, built on the site of a disused quarry and the largest grass-covered building in Europe. Unusual venues include Canterbury Cathedral Lodge set in the grounds of Canterbury Cathedral. 

Comments Mark Bevan, Commercial Manager for Expotel, ‘Independent properties deserve more of a market share, for their rapidly-increasing professionalism as much as their ‘appreciative’ work ethics, character and individualism. Expotel is keen to help this possibly underappreciated sector gain greater exposure to corporate and public sector procurement programmes’.  

More information:

Charlotte Martins

PR for Expotel

T. 07968 316576

E. charlotte@thesavvyconsultancy.com 

Notes to Editors
(i) Expotel is the UK's leading hotel and conference booking agency, each
year placing more than one million room nights in venues in this country and
overseas.  It is Britain's seventh largest travel management business. www.expotel.com 
(ii) Expotel is privately owned by its management team and Phoenix Equity
Partners.  The current Phoenix portfolio of 15 businesses generates annual
revenues exceeding £1bn in total.
