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‘Short-notice meetings demand increasing: half of latemeetings.com venues update rates daily’: Expotel

· smaller events provide bookings boost

More than half of the 12,000+ venues featured on Latemeetings.com now log-in daily to update their short-notice conference tariffs, with bookers using the online meetings tool achieving savings of up to 50% on rack rates in the UK and overseas.

Comments Mark Bevan, Head of Partner Services at Expotel which acquired Latemeetings.com last year, ‘Short-notice demand is increasing and the site is generating a large number of enquiries typically for get-togethers of between 10 and 25 people at between two and four weeks’ notice. The top three UK locations are London, Manchester and Edinburgh.

‘It is bringing business from an increasing number of FTSE Top 100 and blue chip companies as well as many smaller businesses. More than half of the bookings are for under a month, often just days, although the record so far is three hours! Clearly the convenience and savings potential offered by this easy-to use booking tool appeals to the value-focused meetings market.’
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(i) Expotel is the UK's leading hotel and conference booking agency, each
year placing more than one million room nights in venues in this country and
overseas.  It is Britain's seventh largest travel management business. www.expotel.com 
(ii) Expotel is privately owned by its management team and Phoenix Equity
Partners.  The current Phoenix portfolio of 15 businesses generates annual
revenues exceeding £1bn in total.
